Confidential feedback for the Editor
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your recommendation:*
If recommending a revision, please give clear and constructive advice that enables the authors to prepare their manuscript so that it’s ready for acceptance - without requiring multiple rounds of revision.
·  Accept
·  Reject
·  Revise
Is the study design appropriate to answer the research question (including the use of appropriate controls), and are the conclusions supported by the evidence presented?
*
·  Yes
·  No, but these points can be addressed with revisions
·  No, and there are fundamental issues that cannot be addressed
Are the methods sufficiently described to allow the study to be repeated?
*
·  Yes
·  No
·  I am not able to assess this
·  Not relevant to this manuscript
Is the presentation of the work clear?
*
·  Yes
·  No, it’s not suitable for publication unless extensively edited
·  No, it needs some language corrections before being published
Are the images in this manuscript (including electrophoretic gels and blots) free from apparent manipulation?
*
·  Yes
·  No
·  Not applicable
·  I am not able to assess this
Comments to the Editor (optional):
Please note, comments added to this box are confidential and will not be shared with the author.
Please limit your comments to:
· Ethical concerns regarding experiments
· Concerns regarding any disclosed conflict of interest
· Concerns regarding plagiarism or publication ethics
· Any additional comments to enable the Editor to assess the revisions you have requested
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