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Two hundred cases of typhoid were
investigated among children attended
Sharkat hospital during 1997-1998. These

u

The most serious of the Salmonella
disease, typhoid fever, is an acute febrile
disease with worldwide distribution caused
by Salmonella typhi. Around 500 cases of
typhoid are reported annual in the United
States, with more then one_half of those
acquired by patients during overseas travel.

Typhoid is endemic in many parts of
the world, especially developing countries. tn
Latin America and Africa, beJause of poor
sanitation and the presence of chronic
carriers (l). Salmonella typhi is restricted to
the human host; chronic carriers maintain the
organism. in the population, the organism
survives in the gastrointestinal tract 

"*itt 
upredilection for the gallbladder.

Approximately 3% patients becoire carriers,
shedding the organism for greater than one
year after recovery.

Since various epidemiological patterns
of typhoid fever have been desciibed mostly
in-large cities (2, 3, 4, and 5), it seems quite
relevant that there is a need to elucidate iata
about distribution of typhoid ferrer among
populations of towns and rural communities.

f9, the present study is an attempt to
highlight the ryphoid picture among childrenof the Sharkat district, Sai-ah-aldeen
province, Iraq.

. During the study period, blood
specimens of the suspected cases were
examined at the Sharkat hospital laboratory
for S. typhi and S. paratyphi.

The distribution of the positive cases
according to the age of thi children is
represented in figure (l), the figure shows
the personal and clinical characierc oi th"
studies children. The highest incidence was

lTong the age group of more than five years.
The present study shows also that males ana
females almost had similar incidence of typH
fever (fig. l).

_ The present study reveals a highest
number of typhoid cases among children
goming from rural area (9l.5yo) , and the
difference was statistical ly highly signincant( p < 0.01 ). Infants *"." it trigti.lrt of
catching ryphoid infections tnE.fl. The
farmer children showed a high i.Jquency of
typhoid fever (58 %o) as shown in ih" surn"
above figure. All the positive cases of

c.1ses- 
.yere diagnosed using Widals test (a

titre 11320 (6).

Isolationclinical

Two hundred CASES of fever weretyphoid analysed theamong casessuspected theattendedSharkat hospital, Salah-Aldeen Governurate I 997 998during It was concluded that thehighest offrequencies incidence of fevertyphoid Widalsusing test were the childrenamong ofofage less thangroup five Theyears ofpercentages ofincidence fevertyphoidrural males,amongdescendants, artificial offeeders, farmer with feverfamilies, were 5 I9 .5) 5 8 and 00%wasTyphoid dominantrespectively
tocompared Failureparatyphoid. thriveto was lowthe older amongandchildren, almost similar childrenamong of rural and urban areas. andtreatment ls untiladvised and assays IS documented.
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